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Friendship Pact
Between synagogues and Jewish communities in Israel and the Diaspora

Background:
The synagogue and the community in the Diaspora have for generations constituted a central and important place in the development and fostering of the Jewish identity.
Beyond the basic role of the synagogue as a place of prayer and sanctity, it serves as a spiritual and cultural center which also directs the life of the individual, the family and society, towards values of Judaism and the preservation of ties with the people of Israel and the State of Israel. 
In these days, where technological development is groundbreaking, we can use the platform of synagogues/communities to further strengthen the connection between Diaspora Jewry and the Land of Israel, through new technological means.

Our Vision:
· Strengthening the connection between Diaspora Jewry and Israel through synagogues / communities.
· Strengthening the connection to the Jewish people and the State of Israel, and enhancing a solid Jewish identity in Jewish communities.

Our Proposal:
The "Friendship Pact" project is built on direct contact and personal connection between communities. The project will be led by community leaders of the synagogues in Israel and the Diaspora, and supported by the institutional bodies that have collaborated for this purpose (the unification of the synagogues, the Jewish Agency, Mizrachi, Torah MiTzion, Bnei Akiva and others).
 








Partnership in the project will be based on the following criteria:
· A dominant figure in each community who is willing to take on the task.
· Size of community and average age of each community's members.
· Common cultural background.

Examples of cooperation possibilities between communities:
1. Assistance in the absorption of immigrants (families & individuals) from the corresponding community abroad by community members in Israel.
2. Hosting overseas guests coming to Israel for vacation or members of the Israeli community vacationing abroad.
3. Mutual correspondence, classes, games, between groups of youth from both communities.
4. A joint newsletter created by the communities, which is issued in preparation for the High Holidays which reports on the activities of the communities. 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Coordinating a list of community professionals who can assist and create future cooperation.
6. Cooperation in the observance of Mitzvat Mishloach Manot and gifts for the poor among the communities towards Purim.
7. A joint shiur / prayer at special events such as Independence Day and Jerusalem Day



	                                                       בברכה,                                                                                                 
                                                                   D.Assouline
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